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T ^o£^^ d . , 
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Status 

1 )B Responsive to communicatioh(s) filed on 31 January 2001 . 
n Th' t on is FINAL 2b )S This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) B Claim(s) i^Z is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) El Claim(s) 1^27 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Clajms are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10O The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections -35USC§102 
!. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

has -fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) ot section j/h , 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

2 . Claims 10-15 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by 
Sogard (,166) (Fig. 4 and columns 10-11). 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Snow (,542), Moriyama (JP 01030242), Ono (,473). 

Claim Rejections -35USC§103 

* +• t i «? r 1 02(a) which forms the basis for all 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.fc.C. lUJiaj wim. 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
(a)Apat ent may not beobtained thought^ 

section 102 of this title, if the ^^SSZ^SS^^ time the invention was made to a person 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5 Claims 1,4-8, 16, 21-23; and 2, 3, 9, 17-20 and 25-27 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Webster e, al. (.480). Webster e. al. disclose first (62) 
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and second (64) interferometric measurement systems wherein a measurement value (A) is 
corrected (A,) on the basis of measurement from the second measurement system (column 6). I. 
is well known hi the art that a plurality of independently movabie stages may be used for 
photolithographic exposures in alternating fashion, of which Official notice is taken. As to 
claims 1-3 and dependent method claims, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill m 
,„e art to combine such teachings to obtain applicant's claims as recited; ft. motivation for which 
would have been to increase manufacturing throughput. 

As to claims 4-5, 17-1* -4 6-7, .9-20, it is notoriously well known in the ar, that either 
masks or substrates may be positioned on movabie sta g e(s) for proper relative ahgnment, and it 
would have been obvious to obtain applicant's clauns as recited, motivation again being 
increased throughput, for exposure and aiignment measuring of either one substrate with 
multiple patterns or multiple substrates with the same pattern. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
should be directed to Phil S. Natividad whose telephone number is 703-306-5944. The 
normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday and alternating Mondays. 
,f attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank G. Font can be reached on 703-308-4881. The fax phone numbers for the 

• a 7m ™x 7722 for After Final communications, 

communications and 703-3U5W in ior ^ 



examiner 
examiner can 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0956. 

U S" FRANK G. FONT 

Phil Natividad SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

Patent Examiner TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 
psn 

April 9, 2001 



